ARGUMENT                          ix

he brings to his lord to appease his wrath. The
Worm waketh, and findeth his treasure lessened,
but can find no man who hath done the deed.
Therefore he turns on the folk, and wars on
them, and burns Beowulf's house.

Now Beowulf will go and meet the Worm.
He has an iron shield made, and sets forth with
eleven men and the thrall the thirteenth. He
comes to the ness, and speaks to his men, telling
them of his past days, and gives them his last
greeting: then he cries out a challenge to the
Worm, who comes forth, and the battle begins :
Beowulf's sword will not bite on the Worm.
Wiglaf eggs on the others to come to Beowulf's
help, and goes himself straightway, and offers
himself to Beowulf; the Worm comes on again,
and Beowulf breaks his sword Naegling on him,
and the Worm wounds Beowulf. Wiglaf smites
the Worm in the belly; Beowulf draws his sax,
and between them they slay the Worm.

Beowulf now feels his wounds, and knows that
he is hurt deadly; he sits down by the wall, and
Wiglaf bathes his wounds. Beowulf speaks, tells
how he would give his armour to his son if he had
one; thanks God that he has not sworn falsely
or done guilefully; and prays Wiglaf to bear out
the treasure that he may see it before he dies.